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Report  of  the  Deputy  Minister 


Edmonton,  Alberta 

January  20,  1955 

Honourable  R.  D.  Jorgenson, 

Minister  of  Public  Welfare, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 

Sir: 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  The  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Welfare  Act,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the 
Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  which 
covers  the  fiscal  year  ended  31st  March,  1954. 

The  Department  consists  of  the  branches  and  divisions  as  listed 
hereunder  and  a  separate  report  of  the  activities  of  each  branch  and 
division  is  submitted  herewith: 

The  Public  Welfare  Assistance  Branch 
Single  Men's  Division 
Metis  Rehabilitation  Branch 
Child  Welfare  Branch 
Mothers'  Allowance  Branch 
Pensions  Branch 
Inspection  Branch 
Accounting  Branch 

The  Department  is  required  to  administer  the  following  statutes: 
The  Blind  Persons  Act 
The  Child  Welfare  Act 
The  Department  of  Public  Welfare  Act 
The  Home  for  Aged  or  Infirm  Act 
The  Improvement  Districts  Act  (Sections  45,  46,  47) 
The  Maternal  Welfare  Act 
The  Metis  Population  Betterment  Act 
The  Mothers'  Allowance  Act 
The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act 
The  Poliomyelitis  Sufferers'  Act  (Section  3) 

The  Public  Contributions  Act 

The  Public  Welfare  Act 

The  Public  Welfare  Assistance  Act 

The  Relief  Liability  Act 

The  Supplementary  Allowance  Act 

The  Widows'  Pensions  Act 

The  Disabled  Persons'  Pensions  Act 

At  the  1953  Session  of  the  Legislature  the  following  Acts  were 
placed  on  the  Statutes: 

The  Public  Welfare  Act  (amendment  Act) 

The  Disabled  Persons'  Pensions  Act 

The  Home  for  Aged  or  Infirm  Act  (amendment  Act) 

The  Maternal  Welfare  Act  (amendment  Act) 

The  Mothers'  Allowance  Act  (amendment  Act) 

The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act  (amendment  Act) 
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The  amendment  to  The  Public  Welfare  Act,  which  was  formerly 
called  The  Bureau  of  Public  Welfare  Act,  provides  that  the  Bureau 
of  Public  Welfare  be  abolished  and  its  duties  assumed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Welfare.  The  office  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Wel¬ 
fare  was  abolished  and  the  Minister  assumed  those  duties  previously 
performed  by  the  Commissioner.  The  amendment  also  provides  for 
the  rehabilitation  of  disabled  persons.  This  was  formerly  in  The 
Poliomyelitis  Suffers'  Act  and  it  extended  only  to  those  who  were 
suffering  from  the  after-effects  of  poliomyelitis. 

The  Disabled  Persons'  Pensions  Act.  This  Act  came  into  effect  on 
1st  June,  1953,  and  provided  for  a  pension  up  to  a  maximum  of 
$40.00  a  month  to  any  resident  of  the  Province  suffering  from  a 
chronic  or  mental  disability  of  at  least  twelve  months'  duration.  Apart 
from  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Alberta  is  the  only  province  in  which 
the  scheme  is  in  effect.  The  Province  of  Newfoundland  does  provide 
assistance  to  disabled  persons  but  not  under  a  special  statute  such 
as  that  in  effect  in  the  Provinces  of  Alberta  and  Ontario. 

The  Home  for  Aged  or  Infirm  Act.  This  amendment  was  only  for 
the  purposes  of  clarification. 

The  Maternal  Welfare  Act.  The  amendment  was  for  purposes  of 
clarification. 

The  Mothers'  Allowance  Act.  This  amendment  will  permit  a  woman, 
previously  resident  in  Alberta  for  a  certain  period  of  time,  to  be 
eligible  for  the  allowance  when,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  she 
returns  to  live  in  Alberta  as  a  self-supporting  person. 

The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act.  This  amendment  authorizes  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  old  age  assistance  to  persons  in  the  65  to  69  age  group  and 
also  permits  payment  of  assistance  for  the  month  in  which  a  person 
attains  the  age  of  70  years. 

The  continued  industrial  development  of  the  Province  has 
resulted  in  the  influx  of  persons  from  other  parts  of  the  Dominion, 
from  the  United  States  and  various  countries  overseas.  Those  willing 
and  able  to  work  have  readily  obtained  employment  at  the  high  rate 
of  wages  that  is  now  available.  This  situation  has  also  resulted  in 
many  of  our  permanent  residents  changing  from  their  regular  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  result  that  a  number  of  well  established  firms  are 
finding  it  difficult  to  acquire  satisfactory  staff. 

As  is  customary  in  periods  of  rapid  expansion  the  Province  is 
having  its  population  increased  by  a  number  of  persons  who  desire 
to  make  a  living  without  having  to  exert  much  effort.  This  has 
resulted  in  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  on  the  relief  rolls 
both  of  the  municipalities  and  the  Province  and  this  is  particularly 
noticeable  during  the  winter  months  when  these  people  congregate 
in  the  larger  centres.  The  most  astounding  feature  of  these  cases  is 
that  so  few  have  been  gainfully  employed  at  any  time  as  evidenced 
by  the  lack  of  their  ability  to  obtain  unemployment  insurance  benefits. 

The  demand  for  services  to  non-employed  persons,  including 
hospital  and  medical  attention,  continues  to  show  a  steady  increase 
while  the  cost  of  such  services  has  shown  a  substantial  increase  during 
the  year.  Many  elderly  persons,  who  in  the  past  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  sufficient  remunerative  employment  to  look  after  them¬ 
selves,  must  now  definitely  be  regarded  as  in  the  unemployable  class 
and  those  of  age  would  naturally  take  advantage  of  the  present  old 
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age  assistance  scheme  and  later  take  advantage  of  the  federal  old 
age  security.  It  has  always  been  the  desire  of  the  government  to 
see  that  this  class  of  people  is  adequately  cared  for. 

The  rehabilitation  and  re-establishment  policy  which  has  been 
in  effect  in  this  Province  for  many  years  continues  to  show  satis¬ 
factory  results.  Many  families  formerly  in  receipt  of  assistance  have 
been  successfully  re-established  and  are  now  fully  maintaining  them¬ 
selves.  This  is  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  constant  and  untiring 
efforts  of  the  individual  members  of  the  staff  who  have  been  success¬ 
ful  in  finding  employment  for  a  number  of  persons  through  sources 
other  than  the  National  Employment  Service. 

The  Metis  settlement  scheme  continues  to  fulfil  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended  and  full  details  of  the  activities  of  this  branch 
are  embodied  in  a  separate  report  covering  this  phase  of  our 
operations. 

Improvements  at  the  Welfare  Centre  at  Gunn  continue  to  be 
made  and  accommodation  for  over  one  hundred  single,  homeless, 
unemployable  persons  is  now  available  at  this  point.  The  hostels  at 
Edmonton  and  Calgary  operated  by  the  Province  provide,  along  with 
the  Welfare  Centre  at  Gunn,  for  the  aged  or  physically  unfit  single 
men.  Those  in  good  physical  condition  are  usually  sent  to  the  centre 
at  Gunn  while  others  who  might  require  medical  care  are  usually 
retained  at  the  larger  centres.  These  centres  continue  to  maintain 
the  highest  peak  of  efficiency  and  our  experience  has  shown  that 
this  method  is  the  most  successful  one  for  looking  after  single,  home¬ 
less  persons.  The  inmates  of  these  homes  always  seem  happy  and 
contented  and  they  express  themselves  as  being  satisfied  with  their 
environment. 

The  method  of  providing  medical  services  to  indigent  persons 
living  in  remote  areas  of  the  Province,  as  has  been  in  effect  for  many 
years,  is  proving  satisfactory.  Fifteen  doctors  and  four  nurses  now 
under  contract  provide  medical  aid  in  the  outlying  areas  of  the 
Province  while  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  hospitals  to 
provide  treatment  for  these  people.  Medical  supplies  and  equip¬ 
ment  are  furnished  to  local  nurses  and  nursing  institutions  where 
other  forms  of  medical  services  are  not  readily  available. 

The  work  of  the  Pensions  Branch  continues  to  increase  in 
volume.  The  transfer  of  persons  who  have  reached  the  age  of  70 
years  to  federal  old  age  security  has  not  reduced  the  work  to  any 
extent  for  the  reason  that  the  Province  continues  to  pay  the  provincial 
supplementary  allowance  to  those  transferred.  Furthermore  this 
branch  is  also  required  to  handle  all  applications  for  old  age  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  65-69  year  old  group  in  addition  to  the  blind  persons' 
allowances  and  the  widows'  pensions. 

The  Inspection  Branch  continues  to  perform  its  work  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  It  is  required  to  furnish  a  report  on  each  person 
receiving  assistance  from  the  Department  either  in  the  form  of 
supplementary  allowance,  old  age  assistance  or  the  blind  persons 
allowance.  In  addition  to  this  it  requires  the  inspection  of  all  foster 
homes  in  which  children  who  are  wards  of  the  government  are  placed. 

The  gross  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  period  under 
review  amounted  to  $8,632,816  compared  with  $8,009,136  in  the 
preceding  year. 
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The  Federal  Government  reimburses  the  Province  up  to  50%  of 
the  old  age  assistance  and  75%  of  the  blind  persons'  allowances  and 
after  allowing  for  these  the  net  cost  to  the  Province  for  the  various 
forms  of  pensions  and  allowances  now  in  effect  is  as  follows: 

1952-1953 


Expended 

Recovered  from 
Federal  Government 

Net  Cost  to 
Province 

Old  Age  Assistance  _ 

Blind  Persons  Allowance 
Supplementary  Allowance 

Widows'  Pensions  _ 

Disabled  Persons  Pensions 

$1,953,364 

179,907 

2,630,224 

148,760 

$  976,682 
134,930 

$  976,682 
44,977 
2,630,224 
148,760 

Mothers'  Allowances  _ 

4,912,255 

1,048,758 

1,111,612 

3,800,643 

1,048,758 

$5,961,013 

$1,111,612 

$4,849,401 

1953  -  1954 

Expended 

Recovered  from 
Federal  Government 

Net  Cost  to 
Province 

Old  Age  Assistance  _ 

Blind  Persons  Allowance 
Supplementary  Allowance 

Widows'  Pensions  _ 

Disabled  Persons  Pensions 

$2,248,485 

182,078 

2,639,025 

270,055 

299,897 

$1,103,347 

134,773 

$1,145,138 

47,305 

2,639,025 

270,055 

299,897 

Mothers'  Allowances  _ 

5,639,540 
1,1  12,804 

1,238,120 

4,401,420 

1,112,804 

$6,752,344 

$1,238,120 

$5,514,224 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  last  full  year  in  which  the  former  old 
age  assistance  scheme  was  in  effect,  namely,  31st  March,  1951,  the 
net  cost  to  the  Province  for  all  pension  schemes  amounted  to  $5,433,- 
413.  Comparing  this  with  the  present  figure  of  $5,514,224  indicates 
that  the  benefits  that  accrued  to  the  Province  at  the  time  the  Federal 
Government  assumed  the  full  cost  of  the  pensions  for  70  years  of 
age  and  over  have  now  been  more  than  offset  by  the  cost  of  the 
increased  pensions  now  being  provided. 

The  grants  given  to  municipalities  to  assist  in  meeting  the  cost 
of  maintaining  their  indigent  residents  continues  to  increase  and 
reached  a  total  of  $636,664  for  the  year  under  review. 

An  increasing  interest  in  welfare  matters  continues  to  develop 
among  our  citizens  and  this  attitude  is  noted  with  deepest  satis¬ 
faction  by  the  staff  of  the  Department. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
for  the  loyal  and  faithful  support  which  has  been  given  by  all 
members  of  the  staff  throughout  the  year.  The  very  nature  of  the 
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work  of  this  Deportment,  dealing  as  it  does  with  suffering  and 
distress,  requires  tact  and  firmness  combined  with  sympathetic 
consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MILLER, 

Deputy  Minister  of  Public  Welfare. 
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Public  Assistance  Branch 

REPORT  OF  THE  DEPARTMENTAL  SUPERVISOR, 

R.  G.  HAGEN 

Whether  it  be  the  trend  of  the  times  or  the  demand  of  a  welfare 
conscious  people,  continuous  pressure  is  being  exercised  to  increase 
the  social  services  of  the  community.  As  these  services  are  con¬ 
stituted  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  must  organize  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  new  measures.  It  is  therefore  understandable  that  we 
closely  relate  ourselves  to  the  community  at  large  and,  as  necessity 
requires,  solicit  social  history  of  all  applicants  in  order  to  properly 
evaluate  each  case  according  to  its  particular  need.  Although  each 
City,  Town,  Village  and  Municipality  is  directly  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  its  welfare  services,  there  exists  a  close  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Municipal  Governments  and  this  Department.  To 
provide  uniformity  of  interpretation  a  meeting  of  the  Municipal 
Welfare  Officers  and  Department  of  Public  Welfare  Branch  heads 
takes  place  at  least  once  each  year  in  the  northern  and  southern 
parts  of  the  province. 

The  Public  Welfare  Assistance  Branch  deals  directly  and  through 
municipalities  with  cases  requiring  assistance  who  are  classed  as 
charges  of  Local  Improvement  Districts,  and  those  who  might  be 
termed  provincial  charges  and  transients.  In  the  majority  of  these 
cases  financial  assistance  only  is  required  to  tide  the  persons  over 
a  difficult  period.  Jobs  are  found  for  many  and  by  so  doing  the 
family  is  again  lifted  up  to  a  place  of  security  in  the  community. 

During  a  thirty  day  period  in  the  year  under  review  1,250  were 
assisted  directly  through  this  Branch  by  way  of  food,  fuel,  clothing 
and  shelter.  In  the  same  period  1,019  were  provided  with  medical 
services.  Grants  were  paid  to  municpalities  on  behalf  of  2,783  under 
The  Public  Welfare  Assistance  Act  during  a  similar  thirty  day  period. 

The  number  of  aged  or  infirm  persons  cared  for  in  homes 
licensed  by  municipalities  continues  to  remain  at  about  the  same 
level  as  last  year.  Where  the  municipality  pays  the  cost  of  main¬ 
tenance,  grants  are  available  on  application  under  The  Homes  for 
Aged  or  Infirm  Act.  In  such  cases  contributions  were  made  to 
municipalities  on  behalf  of  644  persons. 

Rehabilitation  of  physically  handicapped  persons  qualifying 
under  The  Poliomyelitis  Sufferers  Act  and  mothers  under  The 
Maternal  Welfare  Act  continued  as  in  previous  years  to  be  assisted 
with  satisfying  results. 

The  large  influx  of  people  into  Alberta,  many  of  them  with  few 
or  no  resources,  although  no  doubt  eventually  benefiting  the  country 
as  a  whole,  offer  many  problems,  especially  during  the  slack  periods 
of  employment  usually  in  the  colder  months  of  the  year.  Although 
the  acute  housing  shortage  that  occurred  in  previous  years  has  eased 
considerably,  there  are  many  .people  of  good  repute  from  others  lands 
who  have  had  to  accept  living  accommodation  in  crowded  areas  with 
rent  comparable  to  their  income.  As  we  must  expect,  these  areas 
give  us  concern  in  that  incidents  arise  which  would  not  under  normal 
circumstances.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  preventative  measures 
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by  municipal  welfare  officers,  community  organizations,  Royal  Can¬ 
adian  Mounted  Police,  and  with  the  close  liason  of  Department 
officials  in  accordance  with  government  policy,  have  to  a  great 
extent  assisted  in  alleviating  many  difficult  situations.  To  these 
organizations  we  are  grateful  for  their  kind  assistance  and  to  those 
families  who  unhesitatingly  co-operated  to  rehabilitate  themselves 
we  pass  on  our  sincere  thanks. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Single  Men's  Branch 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR,  W.  A.  R.  REES 

YEAR  1953-1954 

Men  who  are  single,  destitute  and  have  not  established  residence 
in  a  Municipality,  City,  Town  or  Village,  are  cared  for  by  the  Single 
Men's  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

Temporary  assistance  is  also  given  to  married  men  from  other 
provinces  who  have  drifted  into  Alberta  in  search  of  employment 
and  have  become  destitute. 

Frequently  young  men  are  discharged  from  hospital  with  no 
financial  resources  or  relatives  to  assist  them  until  they  have  regained 
their  strength  to  enter  the  labour  market.  Such  individuals  are  cared 
for  by  the  Single  Men's  Branch  until  they  are  able  to  fend  for  them¬ 
selves. 

Many  old  homesteaders  who  through  infirmities  are  unable  to 
support  themselves,  particularly  during  the  winter  months,  are  given 
material  assistance  in  the  form  of  food  vouchers. 

Old  Age  Pensioners,  who  through  age  or  illness  reach  the  stage 
where  they  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves,  consequently  have  to 
be  cared  for  in  Nursing  Homes.  The  cost  of  such  keep  is  invariably 
higher  than  the  pension  received,  and  if  such  an  individual  is  not  a 
municipal  charge,  the  additional  cost  is  borne  by  this  Branch. 

Edmonton  and  Calgary  Hostels 

Hostels  are  operated  in  the  Cities  of  Edmonton  and  Calgary 
respectively  to  care  for  the  destitute  and  homeless  single  unemployed. 

The  destitute,  single,  homeless,  unemployed  men  of  the  Northern 
portion  of  the  province  are  cared  for  at  the  Old  Immigration  Hall, 
Edmonton. 

Applicants  are  interviewed,  registered  and  provided  with  room 
and  board  at  this  institution.  If  an  applicant  requires  medical  assist¬ 
ance,  he  is  sent  to  the  Provincial  Outdoor  Clinic  for  treatment. 
Should  the  medical  authorities  at  the  Clinic  decide  hospital  treatment 
is  necessary,  the  man  is  sent  to  the  University  Hospital.  Patients  that 
can  be  treated  at  the  Clinic  are  cared  for  at  the  Old  Immigration 
Hall  and  attend  the  Clinic  as  required. 

The  Old  Immigration  Hall  is  leased  from  the  Dominion  Govern¬ 
ment  and  this  year  the  Legislative  Assembly  voted  moneys  to  construct 
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a  Provincial  Building  at  a  cost  of  approximately  Three  Hundred 
Thousand  Dollars.  The  new  building  should  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  1954  or  early  in  1955. 

The  Ogden  Hostel  in  Calgary  provides  for  the  destitute,  single 
unemployed  of  the  Southern  half  of  the  Province.  A  doctor  is  in 
attendance  and  there  is  also  a  matron  and  male  orderlies  to  care 
for  the  inmates  who  require  institutional  care. 

A  large  garden  is  operated  in  conjunction  with  this  institution 
and  the  necessary  vegetables  for  the  maintenance  of  the  inmates  are 
grown  therein.  In  addition,  peas,  beans,  lettuce,  radishes  and  other 
green  foods  are  grown  in  season.  Not  only  does  this  reduce  the  cost 
of  operation,  but  the  work  in  the  garden  provides  those  inmates  who 
are  able  to  do  some  work,  with  exercise  and  interest. 

At  the  end  of  this  report,  there  is  a  copy  of  the  daily  menu  of 
the  meals  served  at  the  Odgen  Hostel  during  a  week  of  the  past  year. 

The  Province  of  Alberta  appears  to  be  the  only  Province  in  the 
Dominion  that  operates  establishments  of  this  description  to  care  for 
the  destitute,  single,  homeless  men. 

Gunn  Welfare  Centre 

Approximately  fifty  miles  Northwest  of  the  City  of  Edmonton, 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  the  shore  of  Lac  Ste.  Anne,  is  the 
Gunn  Welfare  Centre.  This  institution  was  established  some  years 
ago  to  care  for  single,  homeless  men  who  are  provincial  charges  and 
require  more  than  temporary  care. 

Most  of  the  occupants  are  elderly  men  who,  because  of  infirm¬ 
ities  or  age,  are  unable  to  support  themselves.  The  younger  men 
there  are  mainly  discharged  hospital  patients  who  require  some  weeks 
convalescence  before  returning  to  work. 

The  men  live  in  huts — four  to  a  hut.  Each  has  his  own  room 
and  there  is  a  common  living-room  in  each  hut.  They  all  eat  in  a 
central  dining-room.  The  huts  are  heated  by  oil  heaters  which  give 
a  steady,  controlled  heat. 

A  good  recreation  hall  has  been  constructed  with  tables  for 
games  and  reading,  a  radio  and  a  library  of  books.  Local  organiza¬ 
tions  provide  entertainment  for  the  inmates  of  the  Centre,  and 
fraternal  organizations  from  Edmonton  have  sent  concert  parties 
there. 

The  Centre  is  located  on  a  quarter  section  of  land.  Cows,  hogs 
and  chickens  are  raised  to  provide  milk,  meat  and  eggs  for  the 
occupants.  A  large  garden  is  cultivated.  Men  who  are  physically 
able  to,  assist  in  the  farming  operations  and  also  care  for  their 
rooms  and  huts. 

They  plant  and  care  for  the  flower  plots  at  the  front  and  sides 
of  their  respective  sleeping  huts.  Keen  is  the  rivalry  for  the  best 
flowers. 

As  Lac  Ste.  Anne  is  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  Centre, 
many  of  the  men  fish  in  the  lake  during  the  summer  months.  Some 
of  the  more  hardy  fish  through  the  ice  in  the  winter.  The  successful 
anglers  get  their  fish  cooked  at  the  centre's  kitchen. 
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In  addition  to  their  board  and  meals  the  men  at  the  Centre  are 
provided  with  clothing  and  receive  a  tobacco  issue  twice  a  month. 

Most  of  the  elderly  men  cared  for  at  the  Centre  earned  their 
livelihood  in  outdoor  occupations  and  consequently  are  far  happier 
in  an  institution  like  the  Gunn  Welfare  Centre  than  in  establishments 
in  the  City. 

People  of  the  village  of  Gunn  and  farmers  in  the  vicinity  fre¬ 
quently  employ  the  inmates  to  do  light  chores  during  the  busy 
season.  The  money  so  seamed  is  retained  by  the  earner. 

Observations 

There  was  a  very  large  increase  in  the  number  of  aplications 
for  assistance  during  the  winter  months  of  the  year  under  review. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  applicants  were  from  other  provinces.  They 
included  men  from  every  province  in  the  Dominion. 

The  proportion  of  well  dressed  young  men  was  greater  than  it 
has  ever  been.  A  common  reason  given  why  such  men  required 
assistance  was  because  they  were  awaiting  unemployment  insurance, 
the  papers  for  which  had  not  reached  the  local  office. 

Glowing  reports  in  the  Edmonton  papers  of  the  industrial  boom 
attracted  many.  Such  men  reached  the  province  by  various  means — 
some  had  sufficient  money  to  pay  their  transportation  to  Alberta  but 
if  they  did  not  get  a  job  upon  arrival,  had  no  reserve  and  had  to  seek 
material  aid. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Ogden  Hostel 

Meals  Served  During  the  Week  Ending  October  24th,  1 953 


Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

SUNDAY 

Cornmeal  porridge 

Fried  bacon 

Toast  and  butter 

Coffee  or  milk 

Corn  soup 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Baked  ham 

Mashed  potatoes 

Boiled  cabbage 

Jello  and  cake 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

MONDAY 

Oatmeal  porridge 

Hot  cakes  and  syrup 
Toast  and  butter 

Coffee  or  milk 

Vegetable  soup 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Roast  beef  and  B.  gravy 
Mashed  potatoes 

Mashed  turnips 

Bread  and  butter 

Bread  pudding 

Tea  or  milk 

TUESDAY 

Cream  of  wheat 

Fried  sausage 

Toast  and  butter 

Coffee  or  milk 

Split  pea  soup 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Beef  stew  with  vegetables 
Boiled  potatoes 

Stewed  prunes 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

WEDNESDAY 

Oatmeal  porridge 

Boiled  eggs 

Toast  and  butter 

Coffee  or  milk 

Barley  soup 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Baked  beans 

Macaroni  and  cheese 
Mashed  potatoes 

Boiled  beets 

Rice  pudding 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

THURSDAY 

Cream  of  wheat 

Fried  bacon 

Toast  and  butter 

Coffee  or  milk 

Rice  soup 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Hamburger  loaf 

Mashed  potatoes 

Mashed  turnips 

Chocolate  pudding 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

FRIDAY 

Oatmeal  porridge 

Hot  cakes  and  syrup 
Toast  and  butter 

Coffee  or  milk 

Tomato  soup 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Salmon  steaks 

Mashed  potatoes 

Boiled  carrots 

Pumpkin  pie 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

SATURDAY 

Cream  of  wheat 

Fried  sausage 

Toast  and  butter 

Coffee  or  milk 

Vegetable  soup 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Beef  stew  with  vegetables 
Mashed  potatoes 

Cake  pudding 

Bread  and  butter 

Tea  or  milk 

Diets  as  prescribed  by  doctor. 

Fatigues  have  a  full  meal  at  noon. 

Ail  men  may  have  a  comeback  helping  of  hash,  beans  or  macaroni. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1954 


17 


Rehabilitation  and  Re-Establishment 
Metis  Settlement  Colonies 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR,  A.  C.  McCULLY 

Expenditure  of  government  funds  for  the  purpose  of  develop¬ 
ment  on  Metis  Colonies  has  continued  to  decrease.  This  is  due  partly 
to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  settlers  are  becoming  well  established, 
and  also  that  more  of  the  Metis  Trust  Fund,  which  has  been  built  up 
from  the  profits  of  commercial  enterprises,  is  being  used  for  public 
services. 

Metis  veterans  established  under  the  Dominion-Provincial 
Special  Agreements  on  the  Colonies  are,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
making  good  progress. 

Assistance  by  way  of  material  aid  has  been  confined  solely  to 
issues  necessary  to  provide  for  settlers  who  are  unable  to  work,  owing 
to  old  age  or  sickness. 

Development  and  Permanent  Improvements 

Continued  progress  is  being  made  in  agricultural  areas  in  clear¬ 
ing  and  breaking  additional  land.  Five  thousand  nine-hundred  and 
five  acres  are  now  cleared,  broken  and  under  cultivation.  Develop¬ 
ment  and  cropping  of  government  farm  lands  provides  both  feed  for 
livestock  and  good  seed  grain  for  settlers,  as  well  as  demonstrating 
the  suitability  of  crops  to  the  various  areas. 

During  the  year  two  dams  were  built  on  the  Boyer  River  in  the 
Keg  River  Metis  Colony.  The  reservoir  created  by  these  dams  filled 
during  the  spring  run  off,  with  the  result  that  there  will  now  be  a 
permanent  water  supply  for  the  stock  on  this  Colony. 

There  are  improvements  of  a  permanent  nature  on  the  Areas  to 
a  value  of  $217,383.90. 

For  details  see  attached  statements  marked  B1  and  B2. 

Housing 

There  are  now  on  the  Areas  109  houses  which  comply  with 
standard  housing  requirements,  while  an  additional  25  are  under 
construction  and  262  are  temporary  shacks. 

For  details  see  attached  statements  marked  Appendix  A. 

Stock  and  Equipment 

Settlers  participating  in  the  program  own  livestock  and  equip¬ 
ment  as  set  out  below,  all  of  which  have  been  purchased  from  their 
own  resources: 


Milch  Cows _ 322 

Other  Cattle  - 1,316 

Horses _  750 

Hogs  _  452 

Sheep  _  1 4 

Poultry  _ _ 2,340 


Total  of  Cattle — 1,638 
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to  a  value  of  approximately  $98,534.00.  In  order  to  improve  the 
settlers'  livestock,  the  government  has  placed  purebred  sires  of  all 
classes  in  all  areas.  Settlers'  equipment  consists  of  wagons,  sleighs, 
harness,  mowers,  and  rakes,  tractors,  trucks,  power  drills,  threshing 
machines. 

For  details  of  stock  and  equipment  on  the  various  areas  see 
Appendix  C. 

The  most  noticeable  improvement  on  the  Colonies  is  the  addition 
to  farm  equipment  purchased  by  the  settlers.  On  the  Keg  River 
Colony  there  are  now  8  trucks,  16  farm  tractors,  5  powerlift  drills, 
5  powerlift  plows,  4  threshing  machines,  1  weed  sprayer,  and  12 
power  washing  machines. 

On  Utikuma  Colony:  4  trucks,  4  farm  tractors,  1  caterpillar, 
and  4  sawmills. 

On  Beaver  River:  5  farm  trucks,  5  tractors,  1  sawmill,  and 
some  power  machinery. 

On  other  colonies,  not  so  well  adapted  to  farming,  the  advance¬ 
ment  is  shown  in  additional  livestock. 

Education 

The  department  has  the  responsibility  of  building  and  main¬ 
taining  the  schools  and  employing  the  teachers.  During  the  year 
under  review  considerable  advancement  was  made;  13  classrooms 
were  in  operation.  Schools  which  previously  operated  with  the  most 
limited  supply  of  texts,  library  and  reference  books,  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  now  have  a  supply  of  everything  equivalent  to  that  of  an 
average  rural  school. 

Inspectors'  reports  disclose  that  the  average  attendance  in  these 
schools  compares  favorably  with  the  average  attendance  in  schools 
in  pioneer  white  settlements,  and  the  progress  made  by  the  Metis 
children  is  reported  to  be  very  satisfactory.  It  is  also  noted  that 
there  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  general  health 
of  these  children. 

The  improved  living  conditions  of  those  who  now  have  homes 
that  comply  with  the  standards  set  for  housing  in  these  areas  and 
the  adoption  of  simple  precautions  to  procure  pure  drinking  water 
no  doubt  account  to  some  extent  for  this  general  improvement.  How¬ 
ever,  some  difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  prevailing  upon  the 
settlers  to  adopt  simple  rules  of  general  sanitation  and  to  eliminate 
overcrowding  in  their  homes. 

Moving  picture  projectors  have  now  been  installed  in  the  schools 
on  the  Keg  River  and  Beaver  River  Colonies.  These  machines  are 
used  for  both  educational  and  entertainment  purposes. 

Health 

Where  possible  medical  health  officers  and  district  health  nurses 
have  visited  the  colonies  and  rendered  their  usual  services.  Vaccina¬ 
tions,  inoculations,  immunization  treatments,  and  general  health 
inspections  were  carried  out.  At  Keg  River  Colony  we  have  con¬ 
structed  and  equipped  an  emergency  hospital  and  placed  a  resident 
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nurse  in  charge,  the  settlers  themselves  supplying  much  of  the  labour 
and  funds  used  for  the  purchase  of  part  of  the  equipment.  It  is  the 
intention  to  support  this  enterprise  from  funds  accumulated  for  the 
most  part  from  the  profits  of  community  projects,  such  as  lumbering 
and  fishing,  which  have  been  carried  on  by  the  settlers  under  govern¬ 
ment  supervision,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  administration  to  expand 
this  service  so  that  there  may  be  a  similar  set-up  in  each  Colony. 

Stores 

In  order  to  make  available  necessary  supplies  at  proper  prices, 
stores  of  staple  goods  are  now  carried  in  two  of  the  areas.  Keg  River 
No.  1  and  Beaver  River  No.  7,  and  are  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Government  Supervisor  of  each  area.  These  stores  provide  a  means 
of  making  available  material  required  for  the  erection  of  buildings 
(shelter)  other  than  material  that  may  be  produced  in  the  area,  as 
well  as  food  and  clothing  when  necessary,  thus  enabling  the  settlers 
to  obtain  their  supplies  at  minimum  prices  as  all  goods  are  sold  at 
cost  price  plus  a  small  handling  charge  to  cover  the  cost  of  operation. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  gross  sales  in  the  Keg  River 
Store  amounted  to  $45,441.17  and  in  the  Beaver  River  Store  to 
$16,815.99. 


Timber 

Commercial  timber  projects  were  set  up  and  successfully  oper¬ 
ated  in  each  colony.  All  public  funds  used  in  connection  with  these 
projects  were  repaid  out  of  the  sale  of  lumber  and  the  profits  placed 
in  the  Metis  Trust  Fund.  These  operations  provide  gainful  employ¬ 
ment  for  a  large  number  of  settlers  and  at  the  same  time  make  it 
possible  for  them  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  and  look  after  their 
own  livestock  instead  of  going  to  work  in  distant  lumber  camps. 
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Department  of  Public  Welfare 
CHILD  WELFARE  BRANCH 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN,  CHILD  WELFARE 
COMMISSION,  CHAS.  B.  HILL 

The  Child  Welfare  Commission  directs  the  administratrion  of 
the  Child  Welfare  Act  for  the  Province.  This  act  is  designed  for  the 
protection  of  neglected  children  and  children  born  out  of  wedlock. 
The  Commission  meets  twice  weekly  to  keep  pace  with  individual 
situations  as  they  develop. 

When  investigation  determines  that  any  child  is  being  neg¬ 
lected  by  his  parents  or  guardian,  he  is  brought  before  the  Juvenile 
Court  and  wardship  is  instituted  only  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 
In  the  event  a  child  is  determined  to  be  a  neglected  child  then  either 
or  both  parents  are  liable  to  a  fine  or  imprisonment  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Child  Welfare  Act. 

Any  condition  of  neglect  over  a  period  of  time  can  disturb  a 
child's  personality  to  a  marked  degree  and  can  retard  his  develop¬ 
ment.  The  job  of  re-locating  such  a  child  is  consequently  much  more 
difficult,  and  sometimes  it  is  necesary  to  request  the  help  of  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist  to  assess  his  disability.  Neglect  can,  of  course,  result  in 
physical  disability  as  well,  therefore  it  is  general  practice  to  assure 
that  each  child  who  becomes  a  ward  of  the  Government  is  given  a 
complete  medical  examination. 

Foster  home  selection  plays  a  major  part  in  the  rehabilitation 
of  any  child  who  has  been  handicapped  by  reason  of  neglect.  It  is 
necessary  to  select  homes  carefully  and  to  offer  constant  supervision. 

Adoption  possibilities  are  studied  for  every  child  who  is  a 
permanent  ward.  This  phase  of  endeavour  is  possibly  the  most 
gratifying  as  adoptive  homes  are  generally  well  above  average  in  the 
opportunity  they  offer  a  child,  both  emotionally  and  materially. 

This  Department  has  always  advocated  and  practiced  adoption 
placement  of  handicapped  children  where  possible,  and  adoptive 
parents  in  such  instances  are  taken  into  full  confidence.  Thus,  a 
handicapped  child  can  receive  a  wealth  of  opportunity  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  denied  him.  This  latter  phase  of  adoption  work 
is  now  receiving  wider  recognition  in  other  Provinces  and  in  the 
United  States. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  fiscal  year,  March  31,  1954,  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  children  were  wards  of  the 
Superintendent.  A  multiple  of  this  figure  over  the  years  illustrates 
graphically  the  heavy  responsibility  of  the  Child  Welfare  Branch  in 
its  duty,  first  to  each  individual  child  and  secondly  to  the  community 
at  large.  This  duty  is  to  restore  neglected  children  to  a  proper  place 
in  society  so  that  they  become  not  a  burden  but  an  asset  to  them¬ 
selves  and  to  the  community  in  which  they  live,  and  so  that  they 
may  receive  in  full  measure  the  inheritance  of  their  birthright  as 
Canadian  citizens. 

Neglected  and  Dependent  Children 

There  is  a  considerable  increase  over  previous  years  in  the 
figures  for  the  fiscal  year  under  review.  During  the  past  twelve 
months  1,116  new  wardships  were  instituted;  this  is  an  increase  of 
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324  over  the  previous  year.  Court  action  accounted  for  411  of  this 
total  and  the  balance  of  705  were  the  result  of  transfer  of  quardian- 
ship. 

Temporary  wardship  was  ordered  by  the  Court  in  156  cases — 
these  being  where  wardship  does  not  extend  beyond  a  twelve  month 
period. 

Free  foster  home  placements  numbered  206 ,  and  71  1  children 
were  placed  with  a  view  to  adoption.  The  Adoption  Act  requires  that 
a  child  remain  in  his  adoptive  home  for  one  year  prior  to  finalizing 
adoption.  This  affords  the  opportunity  to  determine  the  adequacy 
of  al!  factors  involved,  and  is  actually  a  period  of  re-assurance  for 
the  Child  Welfare  Commission  and  the  adopting  parents. 

Included  in  the  above  total  are  355  male  and  356  female  chil¬ 
dren;  of  these  686  are  Protestant  and  228  are  Roman  Catholic.  Three 
children  belonged  to  other  faiths. 

Legal  Adoptions 

The  Child  Welfare  Commission  is  required  to  present  all  adop¬ 
tion  petitions  to  District  Court  and  during  this  fiscal  year  dealth  with 
909  petitions.  The  Commission  must  be  satisfied  that  adoptive 
parents  have  proven  themselves  to  be  responsible  to  their  obligation 
in  every  regard,  and  a  signed  recommendation  for  or  against  final¬ 
izing  adoption  is  forwarded  with  each  petition  to  District  Court  by 
the  Chairman  and  at  least  one  member  of  the  Commission. 

Private  adoptions  must  observe  the  same  process  as  the  adoption 
of  wards,  and  of  the  total  figure  310  private  adoptions  were  pre¬ 
sented.  Deferral  of  the  Commission's  and  the  Court's  approval  does 
sometimes  occur  with  a  private  adoption  petition  until  the  home 
circumstances  can  be  proven  up  to  standards  satisfactory  for  a 
child's  present  and  future  needs. 

Home  Investigating  Committee 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN,  W.  T.  SYKKES 

Applications  from  prospective  foster  parents  dealt  with  by  the 
Home  Investigating  Committee  during  the  period  under  review  indi¬ 
cated  that  homes  offered  for  the  placement  of  children  were,  in  most 
cases,  of  the  same  high  standard  as  those  approved  during  the  same 
period  last  year.  In  many  instances  applicants,  whose  homes  were 
found  to  be  lacking  in  certain  qualifications,  were  encouraged  to 
make  some  suggested  improvements  which,  when  completed,  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  Committee. 

All  circumstances  affecting  the  stability  of  the  home  are  thor¬ 
oughly  investigated  and  reviewed  by  the  Committee.  In  the  compara¬ 
tively  few  cases  where  these  circumstances  are  not  satisfactory,  the 
applicants  are  advised  by  letter  and  are  usually  informed  of  the 
reasons  for  declining  the  application.  All  matters  pertaining  to 
applications  are  considered  strictly  confidential.  If,  for  any  reason, 
the  Committee  feels  that  the  circumstances  of  an  application  that 
is  not  approved  are  such  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  refer  to  them  in 
correspondence  the  applicants  are  invited  to  discuss  their  case  in 
private  with  the  Committee  Chairman. 
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Efforts  are  made,  within  reason,  to  give  priority  to  applicants 
who  are  childless,  provided  all  other  circumstances  are  satisfactory. 
Qualifications  to  be  considered  include:  age,  health,  moral  standards, 
religious  beliefs,  housing  accommodation,  financial  security,  family 
background,  education,  community  interests  and  other  conditions  and 
circumstances  which  might  in  any  way  affect  the  care  of  the  child. 

In  addition  to  the  above  responsibilities  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  reviews  all  petitions  for  the  adoption  of  ward  and  non¬ 
ward  (private)  children,  and  recommends  to  the  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mission  the  approval  or  otherwise  of  these  cases  for  presentation  to 
the  Court.  Other  duties  include  keeping  careful  and  accurate  records 
of  all  approved  foster  homes  and  arranging  for  the  supervision  and 
inspection  of  all  foster  homes  in  which  children  have  been  placed 
for  adoption  or  otherwise. 

During  the  year  under  review,  819  applications  for  children  with 
a  view  to  adoption  were  received,  754  approved  and  65  declined  for 
lack  of  proper  qualifications.  Of  the  number  approved,  61  1  were  of 
Protestant  faith,  140  Catholic  and  3  others.  To  assist  the  Committee 
in  dealing  with  these  applications  a  total  of  2,457  calls  were  made 
by  the  Inspection  Branch  of  the  Department.  During  the  period 
covered  in  this  report  599  petitions  for  the  adoption  of  government 
wards  were  received  and  310  for  non-ward  children. 

To  assist  the  Committee  in  dealing  with  these  petitions,  a  total 
of  909  reports  were  submitted  by  the  Inspection  Branch.  The  total 
number  of  calls  made  to  assist  the  Committee  in  its  work,  including 
inspections  of  Institutions,  Nurseries  and  Foster  Homes,  was  6,988 
during  the  fiscal  year  under  review. 

Children  of  Unmarried  Parents 

When  a  child  is  born  out  of  wedlock  there  is  an  immediate  need 
to  assess  the  mother's  ability  to  make  proper  provisions  for  her  child. 
She  is  assisted  by  this  Branch  in  approaching  the  putative  father  for 
a  contribution  toward  the  child's  support.  Any  such  sum  is  payable 
to  the  Superintendent  to  be  disbursed  at  his  discretion  on  the  child's 
behalf. 

Each  out  of  wedlock  birth  must  be  recorded  by  the  Deputy 
Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  and  then  reported  to  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Child  Welfare  Branch.  In  each  case  the  mother  is  contacted 
and  proper  provision  for  the  child  is  determined. 

As  in  each  phase  of  child  welfare  work  this  period  shows  a  con¬ 
siderable  increase  over  preceding  years.  One  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-one  children  were  registered  out  of  wedlock  for  the  year 
ending  March  31,  1954.  Of  these  709  were  male  and  652  female. 

The  total  money  collected  under  the  provisions  of  the  Child 
Welfare  Act  was  $57,003.70.  This  shows  an  increase  of  $5,867.35 
over  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  Superintendent  wishes  to  express  his  thanks  to  the  entire 
staff  of  the  Child  Welfare  Branch  for  their  loyal  support  in  meeting 
the  increasing  demand  of  time  and  effort  that  has  been  required 
during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  B.  HILL, 

Chairman,  Child  Welfare  Commission 
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Mothers1  Allowance  Branch 

Assistance  under  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Act  has  been  provided 
for  many  widows  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  The  Mothers' 
Allowance  Act  came  into  effect  in  1919  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
pieces  of  welfare  legislation  in  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

The  Municipalities  contribute  a  small  portion  of  the  basic  allow¬ 
ance  under  this  Act  and  are  responsible  for  recommendations  and 
reports.  Reports  are  very  important  as  they  enable  us  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  recipient  continues  to  be  eligible. 

Mothers'  Allowance  is  administered  so  that  there  is  no  tendency 
to  destroy  the  initiative  and  self-sufficiency  of  families  concerned. 

Numerous  amendments  have  been  made  since  1936  extending 
the  assistance  previously  provided.  The  intention  of  the  Mothers' 
Allowance  Act  is  obvious  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  provides 
needed  assistance  to  mothers,  enabling  them  to  properly  care  for, 
and  educate  their  children.  The  most  important  amendment  to  this 
Act  became  effective  in  1 946,  at  that  time  the  age  limit  was  extended 
for  both  boys  and  girls  from  1 6  to  18.  Thousands  of  Albertan  children 
have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  further  their  education  through 
this  amendment. 

Due  to  the  high  cost  of  living,  a  Cost  of  Living  Bonus  was  pro¬ 
vided  in  1951,  in  addition  to  the  basic  allowance.  The  Cost  of  Living 
Bonus  is  wholly  paid  for  by  the  Province  of  Alberta.  The  Muni¬ 
cipalities  contribute  twenty  per  cent  towards  the  payment  of  the 
basic  allowance. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Services  were  also  added  to  the  assistance 
previously  given  in  1947.  These  services  are  provided  for  the  mother 
and  her  dependent  children.  There  were  over  1600  mothers  and 
over  3600  children  as  at  March  31st,  1954,  who  were  receiving 
benefits  under  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Act  and  under  the  Hospital 
and  Medical  Services  Act. 

A  further  amendment  to  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Act  was 
assented  to  in  March,  1953,  which  provides  an  allowance  for  a  woman 
who  had  lived  in  Alberta  for  a  period  of  15  or  more  consecutive  years 
and  who  thereafter  made  her  home  in  another  province  and  who 
returned  to  Alberta  after  the  death  of  her  husband  and  remained  in 
Alberta  for  a  period  of  one  year  as  a  self-supporting  person.  This 
amendment  indicates  the  thought  that  is  given  in  connection  with 
deserving  Albertans.  It  should  be  noted  that  where  an  unfortunate 
death  occurs,  that  a  woman  and  her  family  naturally  want  to  return 
to  the  province  where  their  relatives  and  friends  reside,  and  this 
amendment  therefore  provides  assistance  to  a  further  very  deserving 
group. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  increased  financial  benefits  under  this 
Act,  an  indication  of  the  increase  follows.  In  1943-44,  the  average 
allowance  paid  on  behalf  of  each  child  was  $13.62  per  month.  In 
1953-54,  the  average  allowance  paid  on  behalf  of  each  child  was 
$22.88  per  month.  Further  indication  of  the  increase  in  assistance 
provided  is  evident  when  we  realize  that  the  expenditure  in  1919  for 
Mothers'  Allowances  amounted  to  $39,427.04,  in  1934-35  the  ex¬ 
penditure  was  $462,393.11,  and  in  1953-54  the  expenditure  for 
Mothers'  Allowance  was  $1,1 12,803.50. 
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The  following  scale  shows  payments  now  in  effect: 
Woman  with  one  child  whose  outside  income  is 


not  in  excess  of  $120.00  per  annum  _  $60.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  one  child  (in  other  cases)  _  50.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  two  children  _  70.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  three  children  _  85.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  four  children  _  95.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  five  children  _  105.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  six  children  _  115.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  seven  children  _  125.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  eight  children  _  135.00  per  mo. 

Woman  with  nine  children  _  145.00  per  mo. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  where  the  Municipality  feels  the  need 
is  urgent,  they  may  grant  Public  Assistance,  over  and  above  the 
amounts  paid  under  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Act.  The  Province  of 
Alberta  contributes  sixty  per  cent  of  any  assistance  granted  by 
Municipalities  by  way  of  Public  Assistance. 

To  be  entitled  to  the  rates  set  out  in  the  above  table,  a  mother 
may  have  an  income,  or  the  income  value  of  assets,  up  to  $1,200.00, 
without  affecting  the  amount  of  the  allowance  to  which  she  may  be 
entitled.  It  might  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  figures  in  the  fore¬ 
going  table  include  the  Cost  of  Living  Bonus. 

An  application  for  an  allowance  may  be  made  directly  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Branch,  or  to  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Municipality  in  which  the  husband  had  his  home 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  An  allowance  may  be  granted  to: 

(1)  a  widow; 

(2)  a  woman  who  has  been  living  in  martial  relations  with  a 
man  for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years  prior  to  his  death 
and  who  had  borne  children  registered  in  his  name; 

(3)  the  wife  of  a  man  committed  to  a  mental  hospital  under 
The  Mental  Diseases  Act; 

(4)  a  woman  who  has  been  deserted  for  three  continuous  years 
or  more  without  reasonable  cause. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Services 

Free  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  are  provided  in  addition  to 
the  allowance.  The  types  of  services  available  are: 

1.  MEDICAL:  In  the  event  of  sickness  the  services  of  a  physician 
are  provided. 

2.  HOSPITALIZATION:  Provides  for  Sandard  Ward  care  and  all 
special  services  available  in  an  Alberta  approved  hospital  includ¬ 
ing  necessary  appliances  and  prescribed  drugs,  except  the  follow¬ 
ing  for  which  the  hospital  may  charge  the  patient:  Cortisone  or 
Acth,  Eicher  or  Judet  heads,  colostomy  or  ileostomy  outfits, 
cortate  or  oestrogen  implants,  heparin  and  any  new  drugs  placed 
on  market  subsequent  to  March  1,  1953.  Outpatient  hospital 
services  not  provided. 

3.  DENTAL:  Services  provide  for  routine  dental  care  including  one- 
half  the  cost  of  new  dentures  and  excluding  posterior  bridge- 
work  and  orthodontia. 
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4.  OPTICAL:  Services  provide  for  refraction  and  glasses  on  the 
recommendation  of  an  eye  specialist  or  an  optometrist  and  on 
the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical  Services. 

5.  Other  treatment  services  may  be  provided  on  the  recommendation 
of  your  physician  and  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical 
Services. 

NOTE:  Drugs  are  provided  only  when  the  pensioner  is  a  patient 
in  hospital.  Ambulance  and  other  transport  services  such  as  artificial 
limbs,  hearing  aids,  etc.  are  not  provided. 

Enquiries  should  be  made  to  the  Director,  Division  of  Hospital 
and  Medical  Services,  Department  of  Public  Health,  Edmonton. 

The  statistics  that  follow  will  indicate  the  extent  of  the  work 
involved  in  adminstering  the  Mothers7  Allowance  Act.  It  shows  how 
the  allowances  were  distributed  throughout  the  province  for  the  fiscal 


year  ending  March  31st,  1954. 

Average  allowance  per  mother  per  year _  $593.18 

Average  allowance  per  child  per  year  _  $274.56 

Average  number  of  children  per  family _  2.16% 

Cost  to  Province  _  $918,863.50 

Cost  to  Municipalities _  $193,940.00 

Number  of  Allowance  Granted  _  335 

Number  of  Allowances  Reinstated  _  29 

Number  of  Increases  Granted  _  121 

Number  of  Decreases  Made  _  315 

Number  of  Allowances  Discontinued  -  276 


Number  of  Mothers  enrolled  as  at  March  3 1  /54  1 ,609 

Number  of  Children  enrolled  as  at  March  31/54  3,632 

Number  of  Mothers  in  receipt  of  allowance  as 
at  March  31/54  under  various  classifications: 


Death  _ 1,456 

Committal  _  38 

Desertion  _  88 

Common-law _ - —  27 


1,609 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  P.  BULLOCK, 

Superintendent,  Mothers7  Allowance  Branch 
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PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

Pensions  Board 

For  the  Year  April  1st,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 


Old  Age  Assistance 

Old  Age  Assistance  is  provided  to  persons  between  the  ages  of 
65  and  69.  This  type  of  assistance  has  been  available  since  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1952  under  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Act.  It  is  for  the  benefit 
of  perosns  who  have  resided  in  Canada  for  the  twenty  years  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  the  date  of  commencement  of  assistance  payments, 
or  to  persons,  if  they  have  not  so  resided,  have  been  present  in  Canada 
prior  to  those  twenty  years  for  an  aggregate  period  equal  to  twice  the 
aggregate  period  of  absences  from  Canada  during  those  twenty  years. 
The  maximum  allowance  paid  under  this  Act  is  $40.00  a  month  on 
an  eligibility  test  basis. 

The  Federal  Government  shares  the  cost  of  this  assistance  on 
a  50-50  basis  with  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

In  addition  to  Old  Age  Assistance,  the  Province  provides  a 
Supplementary  Allowance  up  to  $10.00  per  month  which  is  also  paid 
according  to  the  applicant's  financial  circumstances.  The  whole  of 
the  cost  of  this  Supplementary  Allowance  is  borne  by  the  Province  of 
Alberta. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Services  are  also  provided  by  the  Province 
of  Alberta  to  the  pensioner,  his  spouse,  and  dependent  children  who 
are  under  18  years  of  age.  The  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  are 
provided  for  through  an  agreement  with  the  Alberta  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  and  Alberta  approved  hospitals. 

When  a  recipient  of  Old  Age  Assistance  becomes  seventy  years 
of  age,  he  is  automatically  transferred  to  the  Regional  Director  for 
Old  Age  Security  and  he  then  receives  their  pension  under  the  Federal 
Old  Age  Security  Act. 

This  Branch  is  dealing  with  approximately  200  applications  for 
Old  Age  Assistance  each  month.  The  average  number  rejected  is 
approximately  50  and  the  average  number  placed  on  the  payroll  is 
approximately  150.  This,  of  course,  would  indicate  a  considerable 
increase  each  month  in  the  actual  cost.  However,  the  increase  is 
ofset  considerably  due  to  the  fact  that  approximately  100  are  being 
transferred  to  the  Old  Age  Security  payroll. 

When  a  person  is  transferred  to  Old  Age  Security,  the  Supple¬ 
mentary  Allowance  payments  continue  to  be  made  to  all  Alberta 
pensioners.  Alberta  pensioners  also  continue  to  receive  Hospital  and 
Medical  Services. 

We  believe  that  at  the  present  time  we  have  reached  a  peak 
and  that  from  now  on  a  gradual  and  much  smaller  increase  should 
be  expected  each  month. 
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The  total  amount  paid  out  under  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Act 
from  April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954  was  $2,248,485.36.  The 
average  Old  Age  Assistance  payment  for  the  month  of  March,  1954 
was  $36.60. 


Blind  Persons  Allowances 

Blind  Persons  Allowances  are  paid  to  blind  persons  who  have 
attained  the  age  of  21  years.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  change 
in  the  residence  clause  provides  for  10  years  residence  in  Canada 
rather  than  20  years.  The  maximum  allowance  paid  under  this  Act 
is  $40.00  a  month  on  an  eligibility  test  basis. 

The  payment  of  Blind  Persons  Allowances  is  shared  by  the 
Federal  and  Provincial  Governments,  the  Federal  Government  paying 
75%  of  the  basic  allowance  and  the  Provincial  Government  being 
responsible  for  25%. 

In  addition  to  the  Blind  Allowance,  the  Province  provides  for  a 
Supplementary  Allowance  providing  the  recipient's  circumstances 
warrant  this  extra  consideration. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Services  are  provided  to  every  Alberta 
blind  person  in  receipt  of  the  Supplementary  Allowance,  together 
with  the  spouse  and  dependent  children  under  18  years  of  age. 

As  of  March  31,  1954  there  were  400  persons  reciving  an 
allowance  under  the  Blind  Persons  Allowances  Act. 

During  the  year  $182,078.56  was  paid  to  blind  persons  in  this 
Province. 

In  dealing  with  applications  for  the  various  pensions,  we  find 
that  one  of  our  most  difficult  problems  is  procuring  sufficient  evid¬ 
ence  to  establish  a  correct  date  of  birth.  However,  in  cases  where 
little  or  no  evidence  is  ava  lable  provision  has  been  made  in  the  Act 
for  the  setting  up  of  a  Tribunal  to  deal  with  such  emergencies. 

This  Tribunal  consists  of  three  members,  one  appointed  by  the 
Federal  Government,  one  by  the  Provincial  Government,  and  a  third 
who  acts  as  Chairman  is  selected  by  the  two  Government  members. 

Regarding  Recoveries  from  Estates: 

Recovery  from  estates  of  deceased  pensioners,  which  has  been 
an  objectionable  feature  of  Old  Age  Pension  legislation  for  25  years, 
has  been  eliminated  in  the  new  legislation  governing  Old  Age  Assist¬ 
ance  and  Blind  Persons  Allowances. 

The  authority  for  making  recoveries  from  estates  of  deceased 
pensioners  under  the  old  Old  Age  Pension  Act  was  rescinded  in 
March,  1954. 


Provincial  Supplementary  Allowance 

A  provincial  Supplementary  Allowance  may  be  paid  to  a  person 
eligible  for  an  allowance  under  the  Old  Age  Security  Act  (Canada) 
or  an  allowance  under  the  Blind  Persons  Allowance  Act  (Canada) 
or  a  person  who  has  been  awarded  assistance  under  the  Old  Age 
Assistance  Act  (Canada),  and  who  qualifies  under  the  eligibity  test 
as  prescribed  by  the  regulations  and  who  has  resided  in  the  Province 
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of  Alberta  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  3  years  immediately  prior 
to  the  date  he  was  awarded  assistance  under  the  Acts  as  set  out  above. 

Supplementary  Allowances  are  paid  wholly  by  the  Province  of 
Alberta. 

As  of  March  31,  1954,  the  number  receiving  Supplementary 


Allowance  were  as  follows: 

Recipients  of  Old  Age  Security  _  18,113 

Recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance  _  3,380 

Recipients  of  Blind  Persons  Allowances _  352 


Widows'  Pensions 

The  Widows7  Pensions  Act  came  into  force  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1952.  This  Act  provides  assistance  to  widows  between  the 
ages  of  60  and  65  who  have  at  least  15  years  residence  in  Canada 
prior  to  their  sixtieth  birthday  and  who  have  resided  in  the  Province 
of  Alberta  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  3  years  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  date  of  application. 

The  maximum  payment  under  this  Act  is  $40.00  a  month  and 
is  paid  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  applicant. 

The  full  cost  of  Widows7  Pensions  and  Hospital  and  Medical 
Services  is  borne  by  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

As  at  March  31,  1954,  647  widows  were  receiving  a  pension 
under  the  above  Act.  The  average  pension  paid  was  $36.23. 


Medical  Services 

Free  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  are  provided  to  all  those 
persons — 

(1)  who  were  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1951,  in  receipt  of 
Supplementary  Allowance  under  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Act 
and  were  transferred  to  the  Old  Age  Security  Act  as  of 
January  1,  1952; 

(2)  who  have  qualified  for  Old  Age  Security  subsequent  to 
January  1,  1952,  and  who  qualified  for  an  allowance  under 
the  Supplementary  Allowances  Act; 

(3)  in  receipt  of  Old  Age  Security  whose  income  does  not  exceed 
$1,000.00  a  year  (single  persons)  and  to  married  persons 
whose  income  does  not  exceed  $1,500.00; 

(4)  receiving  a  pension  under  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Act,  the 
Supplementary  Allowances  Act,  the  Widows7  Pensions  Act, 
and  the  Mothers7  Allowance  Act. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  of  March  31,  1954,  25,943 
pensioners  with  2,860  spouses,  and  4,459  dependent  children,  or  a 
total  of  33,262,  were  receiving  these  benefits. 


Types  of  Services  Available 

1.  MEDICAL:  In  the  event  of  sickness  the  services  of  a  physician 
are  provided. 
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2.  HOSPITALIZATION:  Provides  for  Standard  Ward  care  and  all 
Special  Services  available  in  an  Alberta  approved  hospital  includ- 
necessary  appliances  and  prescribed  drugs,  except  the  following 
for  which  the  hospital  may  charge  the  patient:  Cortisone  or 
ACTH,  Eicher  or  Jedet  heads,  colostomy  or  ileostomy  outfits, 
cortate  or  oestrogen  implants,  heparin  and  any  new  drugs  placed 
on  market  subsequent  to  March  1,  1953.  Outpatient  hospital 
services  not  provided. 

3.  DENTAL  services  provided  for  routine  dental  care  including  one- 
half  of  the  cost  of  new  dentures  and  excluding  posterior  bridge- 
work  and  orthodontia. 

4.  OPTICAL  services  provide  for  refraction  and  glasses  on  the 
recommendation  of  an  eye  specialist  or  an  optometrist  and  on 
the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical  Services. 

5.  Other  treatment  services  may  be  provided  on  the  recommendation 
of  your  physician  and  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical 
Services. 


Disabled  Persons'  Pensions 

An  Act  to  provide  pensions  for  certain  disabled  persons  became 
effective  on  June  1,  1953.  This  Act  provides  for  assistance  up  to 
a  maximum  of  $40.00  a  month  and  is  paid  according  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  applicant.  Assistance  under  this  Act  is  provided  for 
a  person  who  has  attained  the  age  of  21  years  and  has  resided  in 
Alberta  for  the  10  years  immediately  preceding  the  date  on  which 
the  application  for  pension  is  made. 

Assistance  is  provided  to  a  person  who  has  a  chronic  disability 
from  which  he  has  suffered  for  a  period  of  12  months  or  longer  and 
who  is  physically  unfit  for  gainful  employment. 

As  of  March  31,  1954,  1,081  persons  were  receiving  an  allow¬ 
ance  under  the  Disabled  Persons7  Pensions  Act.  During  the  period 
June  1,  1953,  to  March  31,  1954,  $299,897.02  was  paid  to  disabled 
persons  in  this  Province. 

The  cost  of  this  allowance  is  wholly  paid  for  by  the  Province 
of  Alberta. 

The  following  statistics  will  indicate  somethong  of  the  extent 
of  the  work  involved  in  administering  Old  Age  Assistance,  Blind 
Persons  Allowances,  Supplementary  Allowances,  Widows7  Pensions, 
and  Hospital  and  Medical  Services. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the 
administration  of  Disability  Pensions  is  also  the  responsibility  of 
this  Branch. 

The  figures  shown  in  the  following  statements  are  on  an 
incurred  basis.  There  will,  therefore,  be  a  slight  variance  with  the 
figures  shown  in  Public  Accounts. 
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Old  Age  Assistance  Applications  and  Pensions 
April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 

Aplications  received  _  2,127 


Applications  granted  _  1,740 

Applications  rejected: 

Not  65  years  of  age _ 64 

Income _  1 64 

Not  sufficient  residence  _ 4 

Transfer  of  property  _  15 

Recipient  of  War  Veterans  Allowance  (not  eligible)  - 

Pension  under  Old  Age  Security  Act  ___ _ _  51 

Refused  information  _ 47 

Applications  withdrawn  _ 24 

Died  before  actually  becoming  eligible  _  12  381 


Applications  still  under  consideration  _  6 


2,127 

Pensions  as  at  March  31,  1953  _  4,688 

Add:  Pensions  granted  from  April  1,  1953  to 

March  31,  1954  _  1,740 

Add:  Pensions  transferred  from  other  Provinces  _  109 

Add:  Pensions  reinstated  _  95 

■ -  6,632 

Deduct:  Pensioners  who  died  during  the  period  _  188 

Deduct:  Pensions  suspended  _  252 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  other  Provinces  _  100 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  Old  Age  Security—.  1,079 

- -  1,619 

Total  Pensioners  on  payroll  at  March  31,  1954  _  5,013 

Average  Old  Age  Assistance  (basic)  monthly  $36.60 

Conditions  and  Circumstances  of  Old  Age  Pensioners 
Granted  during  April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 

Sex:  Male  _ 863 

Female  _  877  1,740 


Conjugal  State:  Married  _  835 

Single  _  221 

Widowed _  530 

Separated  _  141 

Divorced  _  13  1,740 
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Classification  of  Pensions  Authorized  during  April  1,  1953 
to  March  31,  1954  According  to  Age 


Age:  65 

66 

67 

68 

69 


765 

283 

221 

234 

237  1,740 


Amount  Paid  in  Old  Age  Assistance 
April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 


Total  amount  paid  Pensioners  in  Alberta  _  $2,254,688.08 

Less:  Total  amount  of  refunds  _  39,814.13 


Add:  Amount  paid  to  other  Provinces 
and  N.W.T.  for  pensioners  with 

Alberta  residence  _  $26,862.81 

Less:  Amount  received  from  other 
Provinces  and  N.W.T.  for  pen¬ 
sioners  with  residence  in  other 
Provinces  _  24,717.23 


$2,214,873.95 


2,145.58 


$2,217,019.53 


Federal  Government's  Share  - $1,108,509.76 


Applications  and  Pensions  for  the  Blind 
April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 

Applications  received _ 

Pensions  granted  _ 

Applications  rejected: 

Income _ 

Not  able  to  meet  blind  test - 

Application  withdrawn  - 

Refused  information  - 

Died  before  actually  becoming  eligible  - 

Not  sufficient  residence  - - - 

Applicant  not  eligible  after  January  1,  1952  in  view 
of  Old  Age  Security  Act  - - - 

Applications  still  under  consideration  - - 


98 

62 


20 

16 

98 
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Blind  Pensioners  as  at  March  31,  1953  _  383 

Add:  Pensions  granted  during  1953-1954  _  62 

Add:  Pensions  transferred  from  other  Provinces _  8 

Add:  Pensions  reinstated  _  9 

-  62 

Deduct:  Pensioners  who  died  during  the  year _  13 

Deduct:  Pensions  suspended  _ _ _  31 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  other  Provinces _  4 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  Old  Age  Security 14 

-  462 

Total  Blind  Pensioners  as  at  March  31,  1954  _  400 


Average  Blind  Pension  (basic) _ $38.57 

Condition  and  Circumstances  of  Blind  Pensioners 
Added  During  Fiscal  Year  1953-1954 

Sex:  Male  _  37 

Female  _  25  62 

Conjugal  State:  Married _  25 

Single  _  23 

Widowed _  8 

Separated  _  6 

Divorced  _  -  62 


Amount  Paid  in  Blind  Allowances 
April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 

Total  amount  paid  to  Blind  Pensioners  in  Alberta  _  $182,972.15 

Less:  Total  amount  of  refunds  _  2,150.88 

180,821.27 

Add:  Amount  paid  to  other  Provinces 
and  N.  W.  T.  for  pensioners  with 
Alberta  residence _  $1,136.83 

Less:  Amount  received  from  other  Prov¬ 
inces  and  N.  W.  T.  for  pensioners 

with  residence  in  other  Provinces—.  535.00  601.83 

$181,423.10 


Federal  Government's  Share 


$136,067.32 
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Provincial  Supplementary  Allowance 


Total  amount  paid  to  pensioners  in  Alberta _  $2,575,439.88 

Less:  Amount  of  year's  refunds _  '  30,647.06 


Add:  Amount  paid  to  British  Columbia 
for  Alberta  pensioners  resident 

there  - $111,612.19 

Less:  Amount  received  from  British 
Columbia  for  their  pensioners 
resident  in  Alberta  _  23,749.00 


$2,544,792.82 


87,863.19 


$2,632,656.01 

Less:  Amount  received  from  Saskatch¬ 
ewan  for  their  pensioners  resi¬ 


dent  in  Alberta  _  9,937.50 

Total  cost  to  the  Province  of  Alberta  _  $2,622,718.51 


Widow's  Pensions 

April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 


Applications  received  _  369 


Applications  granted  _  305 

Applications  rejected: 

Not  60  years  of  age _  1 5 

Not  widow  within  meaning  of  the  Act _  1 0 

Lacking  required  residence  _  2 

Income _  9 

Application  not  completed  _  2 

Transfer  of  property  _  1 

Application  withdrawn  _  3 

Divorced  _  - 

Died  before  actually  becoming  eligible  _  1 

Recipient  of  War  Veterans  Allowance  (not  eligible)  - 

Pension  under  Old  Age  Assistance  Act _  7 

Recipient  of  Mothers'  Allowance  _  4 

—  54 

Applications  still  under  consideration  _  10 


369 


Pensions  as  at  March  31,  1953  _  529 

Add:  Pensions  granted  during  1953-1954  -  305 

Add:  Pensions  reinstated  _  12 

-  846 

Deduct:  Pensioners  who  died  during  the  period  -  18 

Deduct:  Pensions  suspended  _  181  199 


Total  Pensioners  on  payroll  at  March  31,  1954  -  647 


Average  Widow's  Pension  monthly _ $36.23 
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Amount  Paid  in  Widow's  Pensions 
April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 


Total  amount  paid  in  Widow's  Pensions  in  Alberta _  $273,307.55 

Less:  Total  amount  of  refunds _  3,613.12 

Total  cost  to  the  Province  of  Alberta  _  $269,694.43 


Disabled  Persons'  Pensions 
June  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 


Applications  received  _  1,889 


Applications  granted  _  1,163 

Applications  rejected: 

Mentally  disabled  _  1 1  1 

Not  sufficiently  disabled  _  173 

Not  over  21  years  of  age _  5 

Lacking  required  residence  _  43 

Income _  1 02 

Application  not  completed  _  9 

Transfer  of  property  _  — 

Application  withdrawn  _  10 

Died  before  actually  becoming  eligible  _  1  1 

Pension  under  Old  Age  Assistance  Act  _  7 

Pension  under  Old  Age  Security  Act  _  3 

Over  65  years  of  age  _  5 

In  Public  Institution  _  4 

In  receipt  of  Widow's  Pension  _  6 

-  489 

Applications  still  under  consideration  _  237 


1,889 


Summary  of  Nature  of  Disability 


Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  _  198 

Polio  _  94 

Multiple  Sclerosis  _  61 

Epilepsy  _  64 

Paralysis  _  226 

Heart  Condition  _  87 

Diabetes  _  19 

Tuberculosis  _  35 

Others  _  379 

-  1,163 
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Pensions  granted  during  June  1/53  to  March  31/54  1,163 


Add:  Pensions  reinstated  _  3 

- — -  1,166 

Deduct:  Pensioners  who  died  during  the  period  _  31 

Deduct:  Pensions  suspended  _  54 

-  85 


Total  pensioners  on  payroll  at  March  31,  1954  _  1,081 


Average  Disabled  Pension  monthly _ $37.75 


Amount  Paid  in  Disability  Pensions 
June  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 

Total  amount  paid  in  Disability  Pensions  in  Alberta _  $303,440.48 

Less:  Total  amount  of  refunds  _  2,745.94 

Total  cost  to  the  Province  of  Alberta  _  $300,694.54 


In  concluding  its  report,  the  Alberta  Pensions  Board  wishes  to 
express  its  sincere  appreciation  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  work  of 
the  staff  of  its  own  office,  its  own  field  service,  and  for  assistance 
and  cooperation  so  freely  extended  by  other  Departments  of  the 
Provincial  Government,  the  Welfare  Officers  of  the  municipalities, 
the  Regional  Director  for  Old  Age  Security  in  the  Province  of  Alberta 
and  his  staff,  the  National  Director  of  Old  Age  Assistance  and  Blind 
Allowances  and  his  staff,  and  the  many  outside  agencies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PENSIONS  BOARD, 

A.  C.  McCully, 

Chairman. 

W.  P.  Bullock, 

Member  of  the  Board. 

W.  A.  R.  Rees, 

Member  of  the  Board. 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Annual  Report,  1953-1954 

Accounting  Branch 


Mr.  A.  H.  Miller, 

Deputy  Minister, 

Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  work 
of  the  Accounts  Branch,  covering  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  31st  March, 
1 954. 

The  work  of  the  Accounts  Branch  increased  in  accordance  with 
the  increase  in  the  total  expenditure  made  by  the  Department  which 
exceeded  previous  Fiscal  Year's  expenditure  by  the  sum  of 
$623,679.91. 

A  summary  of  the  Expenditures  made  and  Revenue  received  on 
account  of  the  services  indicated  under  the  respective  headings  is 
appended  hereto. 

On  June  1,  1953,  Pensions  for  Disabled  Persons  became  effec¬ 
tive  and  payments  totalling  $299,897.02  were  made  on  this  account 
during  the  remaining  portion  of  the  Fiscal  Year  under  review,  and 
substantial  increases  in  the  amounts  paid  for  Old  Age  Assistance, 
Blind  Persons  Allowances  and  Widows  Pensions  were  experienced. 

Proper  acounting  procedures  in  connection  with  these  and  all 
other  branches  of  the  Department  were  effectively  adhered  to. 

All  Books  of  Account  were  duly  balanced  and  the  information 
compiled  from  them  and  published  in  the  Public  Accounts  sets  forth 
a  true  statement  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  Department. 

Prompt  examination  of  all  accounts  received  was  made,  and 
those  found  to  be  in  order  were  passed  for  payment  without  delay. 

Resignations,  transfers  and  promotions  caused  the  usual  turn¬ 
over  of  staff,  but  the  efficiency  of  the  Branch  was  maintained  by  the 
ready  co-operation  of  the  Staff  both  Permanent  and  Temporary. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Yours  truly, 

CHAS.  F.  SWEETLOVE, 
Accountant. 


GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT 

EXPENDITURE  CLASSIFIED  BY  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  CHARACTER 
For  the  Year  ended  March  31,  1954 
INCOME  ACCOUNT 


STATEMENT  No.  170 
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Books  ond  binding _ 

Burials _ . _ . _ 

Clearing  land _ 

Clothing _ : _ 

Equipment - - - - - - 

Feed  and  seed _ 

Fees  and  commissions . . 

Freight,  express  and  cartage . 

Grants _ 

Heating,  lighting  and  power . 

Hospital  ond  medical  supplies . 

Laundry  and  cleaning . . 

Medical  and  hospitcl  services . 

Miscellaneous  expenses  and  supplies . 

Newspapers  and  periodicals . 

Postage _ _ 

Printing,  stationery  and  office  supplies  . 

Rates,  rentals  and  insurance . 

Repairs  and  replacements . 


Telegrams  and  telephones . 

Travelling  expenses . . 

Wages - - 


TOTAL:  Income  Account.. 


33,871.02 

1708:20 

127395103 


68,735.25 
1 7506100 
$306139 


50.00 

1,026.14 

874.89 


61.94 

"46100 

79.10 

76.86 

381.96 

1,452.45 


24. < 

1 .827.1 
5,3884 

177.: 
448.1 
59,882. C 

1 .409.1 
3,153.- 


1,168.64 

1,542.34 

13,075.60 

163.25 


33,380.91 

23056161 


57,056.70 

63.16 

635.31 


$  12,512.58  $  73,078.34  $  786,905.45  $  116,056.20  $  109,194.88  $  169,186.00  $  46,810.51 


$  378,841.39  $  37,323.49 


$  2,025.40  $1,125,121.40  $  56,483.87  $  1,617.65  $3,078,633.03  $2,639,025.64  $8,632,815.83 


314,467.21 

2.641.94 

4,197.70 

8,079.95 

83,548.97 

8,604.24 

773.40 

1,060.90 

2,929.30 

',545.712.35 

11,058.34 

11.274.81 
204.69 

157,772.04 

11.446.82 
24.65 

19,834.22 

14,293.40 

33,134.49 

15,169.52 

293,727.17 

2,644.34 

33,346.71 
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STATEMENT  No.  171 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
PUBLIC  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT 
CASH  COLLECTED  ON  INCOME  ACCOUNT 
For  the  Year  ended  March  31,  1954 


In  Excess  of  Less  than 
Actual  Estimates  Estnmates  Estimates 

Child  Welfare  Act,  reimbursements  $  134,616.05  $  116,000.00  $18,616.05  $  _ 

Direct  relief,  indigent  and  medical 
services: 

Reimbursements  from  improve¬ 
ment  districts  and  special 


areas  _  _ 

104,943.83 

64,000.00 

40,943.83 

Indigent  and  medical  services: 

Reimbursement  from  improve¬ 

ment  districts  and  special 

areas 

57,1  19.75 

49,000.00 

8,1  19.75 

Mothers'  Allowance  Act, 

reimbursements  _ _ _ 

188,408.96 

95,000.00 

93,408.96 

Old  age  and  blind  pensions: 

Recoveries  from  estates,  old  age 

pensions 

8,445.47 

8,445.47 

Reimbursements,  blind  pensions: 

Government  of  Canada  _ 

134,773.65 

144,200.00 

9,426.35 

Municipalities 

8.00 

8.00 

Provinces  _ _ 

657.50 

1,800.00 

1,142.50 

Reimbursements,  old  age  pensions: 

Government  of  Canada  _ 

1,103,347.58 

1,284,000.00 

180,652.42 

Municipalities . 

1,163.85 

1,163.85 

Provinces 

26,350.44 

16,000.00 

10,350.44 

Supplementary  allowances, 

reimbursements: 

Blind  pensions  _ 

480.00 

3,000.00 

2,520.00 

Old  age  pensions  _ 

34,933.80 

27,000.00 

7,933.80 

TOTAL:  Income  Account  _ 

$1,795,243.88 

$1,800,000.00 

$  4,751.12 

Certified  correct, 


C.  K.  HUCKVALE,  F.C.A. 
Provincial  Auditor. 
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Inspection  Branch 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR,  W.  T.  SYKES 

Some  branches  of  the  Welfare  Department  have  experienced 
a  gradual  increase  in  the  volume  of  services  rendered  and  this  is  of 
course  reflected  in  the  amount  of  work  done  by  the  Inspection  Branch. 
Despite  this  increase  we  have  attempted,  as  far  as  possible,  to  absorb 
additional  duties  without  adding  to  our  present  staff.  This  has  been 
accomplished  to  some  extent  by:  firstly,  more  careful  planning  of 
field  work  to  avoid  time  and  mileage  wasted  between  calls;  secondly, 
revision  of  districts  to  shorten  the  distance  from  the  inspector's  head¬ 
quarters  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  his  territory;  thirdly,  giving 
temporary  assignments  to  inspectors  to  cover  field  work  in  a  neigh¬ 
boring  district  where  the  volume  of  work  warrants  this  adjustment. 
These  efforts  have  not  only  made  it  possible  to  accomplish  a  greater 
volume  of  work,  but  have  resulted  also  in  a  decrease  in  administrative 
costs. 


It  has  also  been  our  policy  to  continually  assist  the  staff  in 
acquiring  a  working  knowledge  of  welfare  services  as  administered 
by  this  Department.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  holding  weekly 
meetings  with  the  inspectors  working  out  of  Edmonton;  by  continual 
correspondence  with  other  inspectors  in  the  province;  and  by  calling 
all  inspectors  in  for  a  two  or  three  day  annual  convention.  When  a 
replacement  in  the  staff  is  necessary  the  new  inspector  spends  a 
reasonable  length  of  time  in  each  of  the  branches  of  the  Department 
where  he  is  given  information  with  respect  to  regulations  governing 
the  granting  of  public  welfare  services. 

During  the  fiscal  year  under  review,  the  following  number  of 
inspections  were  made  as  compared  to  those  completed  during  the 
same  period  last  year. 


1953-54 

1952-53 

Old  Age  Assistance  _ 

11,196 

10,087 

Blind  Pensions  _ 

489 

574 

Widow's  Pensions  _ 

625 

Disability  Pensions _ 

2,072 

Mothers'  Allowance _ 

475 

715 

Child  Welfare  _ 

6,988 

7,881 

Public  Assistance _ 

973 

870 

Miscellaneous  _ 

297 

241 

23,119 

20,368 

The  field  inspection  staff  numbers  1 1 

and  this 

averages 

to  2,102  visits  per  person. 


W.  T.  SYKES, 
Supervisor,  Inspections. 


